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Scope of this
presentation

*Focus on the Widening participation
and spreading excellence Destination

*Overview of all expected Widening
calls in 2026-27

eKey eligibility requirements and
expected outcomes



What is Widening?

A sub-workprogramme (1 destination) aimed ‘
to:

Widening pursues a pan-European approach of
collaboration and mutual knowledge sharing

€ &~ = FECYTf ﬁxqtl)l}l)aea

Reduce R&I performance gaps across
Europe

Supports institutions in Widening Countrieg r
to build excellence \'
Strengthens long-term partnerships with
leading EU/AC institutions

Integrated set of actions to strengthen
capacity, talent, and impact
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WIDENING & e i,
COUNTRIES

as defined in the WP 2026-2027

9. Lithuani

Bulgaria-
: .Malta
Croatia 'Poland

1

Z Crofta™ 10
3.Cyprus
4.C}z/gch,ia %.DOrtugaI
5.Estonia .

6.
/.
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\ \ \ \ \

IC_I;'ureece
unga
Latv% Y

+ Outermost : i

regions + « Albania  Faroelslands - Montenegro * Turkey
* Armenia - Georgia  North Macedonia < Ukraine
* Bosnia & « Kosovo  Serbia * Morocco

Herzegovina -+ Moldova * Tunisia



Strategic
Plan

2021-2024 . | 202552027

2021 - 2022 2023 - 2024




WIDERA WORK PROGRAMMES
WP 2026 2027

WIDENING: SINGLE DESTINATION: Widening Participation and
Spreading Excellence. 10 calls (5 <2026> +5 <2027>)

(Approval expected ©) December 2025)

WP 2023 2025

DESTINATION 1: Access to Excellence. 9 calls
DESTINATION 2: Attract talent. 5 calls

March

1217 ME \
. 214 M€ |

9

ﬂ‘

\

935 M€ .~ " March (2025
4 WP 2025
A DESTINATION 1: Access to Excellence. 5 calls
No Destination 2 in WP2025
May @2021
WP 2021 2022

DESTINATION 1: Access to Excellence. 7 calls
DESTINATION 2: Attract talent. 4 calls

Note: Budget includes the actions to strengthen the European Research Ares
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Spreading Excellence. 2026-2027
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Destination : Widening Participatibi &
Spreading Excellence. 2026-2027

2026 Calls 2027 Calls
1. Teaming Synergies EIC Pre-accelerator - Widening
2. Twinning ERA Chairs
3. Hop-On Facility [ERA Research Managers ]
4. Research Management Facility ERA Fellowships (Widening version)
5. ERA Fellowships (Widening Excellence Hubs
version)

N E



Destination 2026-2027: Widening® ==~

Partici

Total
budget 300
250
200
150
100

Research
Management
Facility Hop-on

Pation & Spreading Excellence

2026

Twinning

@

Teaming 50
Synergies ‘0,4
7 @0,2 ERA Fellowships
25 50 75 100

125

150

=  Nr of expected
175 200 225 projects
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Teaming Synergies

Coordination and Estimated budget: Coordinators must be Opening date: 23
Support Action (CSA)  EUR 7 million per established in a Widening April 2026
project Country Deadline: 24

S HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-

WIDENING-01




Teaming Syn erg}’es

TR \ Canarias(Es) Guadeloupe (FR) Martinique (FR) e 1. “ficina
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENIl @ 7| T 2
v = .= | 51 Teaming Centres of

Excellence

Malta 3
Million EUR - . 00 "
80 - Moyorte (R (H2020 & HE CaIIS)
3? = = | From H2020:
15 Acores (PT)  Madeira (PT) Liechtenstein Svalbard (NO) -10 Teaming CoE from 2016/2017 Call
5 : . ﬁ il - -14 Teaming CoE from 2018/2019 Call
: s+: “'s 124 Teaming CoE -
Coordinat. budget e

| Erom HE:
| -14 Teaming CoE form 2021/2022 Call
-13 NEW Teaming CoE 2023/2024 Call (in GAP)

27 Teaming CoE -

TORKIYE
~ ' -
R S > Ongoing 2025 call:
- e, i — & -
s, e - aprox. 18 Teaming CoE
S e - 270 Mill EUR
o = = . S . CYPRUS
9 T “" &
Note: countries with at least one retained proposal are
Countries with at least one retained proposal are represented Administrative boundaries: © EuroGeographics © UN-FAO © Turkstat repr esented.

Source: REA.C3 Cartography: Eurostat - IMAGE, 09/2024



Teaming Synergies
HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Thematic Fields in HE Teaming Projects

‘F«esu.o LignoSilva  PHAETHON H2START
Data Visualization: Flourish 3 DIGIBIO e

MEDICINE

Therapies
Personalised Medicine
Neurosciences

Health Care

[ Tenp ~ficina
= e FECYT i!‘ ~uropea

ENVIRONMENT
* Forestry

* Energy

* Biology
PHYSICS

*  Quantum

* Astrophysics

ICT
» Atrtificial Intelligence

Source: REA.C.3 - Teaming: HORIZON-WIDERA-2022-ACCESS-01-
two-stage and HORIZON-WIDERA-2023-ACCESS-01-two-stage
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Teaming Synergies (2026). Scope

eSupports collaboration between existing and future Centres of Excellence
eCreates thematic clusters based on capacity, research areas and innovation potential
*Pilots coordinated activities across geographically distributed CoEs

*Builds capacity for knowledge valorisation and strengthens links with industry,
investors and policymakers)

Key Facts Eligibility
* Action type: (CSA) *Coordinators must be

established in a Widening
* Budget: EUR 7 million per project Country

Project duration: 5 years
Opening date: 23 April 2026
Deadline: 24 September 2026
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Teaming Synergies (2026).

Expected Outcomes

v Long-term collaboration among participating CoE through structured joint initiatives
v'Support to national/regional R&I reforms and strengthened institutional cooperation
v'Multidisciplinary and transnational collaboration to address EU and global challenges
v Advancement of ERA priorities, including responsible Al and knowledge valorisation
v'Increased visibility and recognition of Centres of Excellence at all levels

v'Stronger synergies with EU and national programmes to attract additional funding
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Twinning

Coordination and Estimated budget: Coordinators must be Opening: 8
Support Action (CSA) EUR 238 million / EUR  established in a Widening January 2026
207.50 million (2026) Country. Deadline: 9 April
The Joint Research Centre 2026
EUR 30.50 million (JRC) may participate in the
HORIZON-WIDERA
expertise. Project Duration:

Expected EU Up to 3 years

S 2026-WIDENING-02

1.50 million (around
200 projects)

V

Twinning aims to enhance
networking activities

between research institutions of
the Widening countries and top-
class leading counterparts at EU
level
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01
Twinning. Scope
*Builds long-term collaboration between a Widening institution and two leading
EU/AC institutions
eStrengthens research excellence through joint research, training, and mobility
eEnhances scientific skills, knowledge exchange, and networking capacity
e|ncludes a research component (up to 30%) aligned with the Twinning strategy
eSupports improvements in research management and institutional processes

Example of activities:

short-term staff exchanges; expert visits and training.

organization of workshops and school-type activities

conference attendance

dissemination and outreach activities

activities to improve proposal preparation and project management

O
O
O
O
O
o exploratorv research project
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Twinning. Expected Outcomes

|mproved scientific excellence and research quality of the Widening
institution

eSustained long-term collaboration with two leading EU/AC institutions
eEnhanced skills, human capital, and research management capacity

*|ncreased participation of the Widening institution in Horizon Europe
projects

eStronger integration into European research networks, infrastructures
and communities
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Twinning. Key facts
eAction type: Coordination and Support Action (CSA)
eTotal envelope 2026: ~ EUR 223 million
eTypical project budget: EUR 0.8-1.5 million
eResearch component: up to 30% of the total budget
eProject duration: usually 36 months
eOpening date: 8 January 2026

eDeadline: 9 April 2026
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-01

Twinning. Eligibility Requirements

eCoordinator must be established in a Widening Country

eConsortium must include at least three independent entities:
» 1 Widening coordinator
» 2 leading institutions from two different EU Member States or Associated Countries

eAll institutions must be independent of each other
*Open to all scientific fields but demonstrated excellence and “leading expertise”

3 Benef 4 Benef o 5 Benef
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Twinning. Legal and financial set up of GAs

Eligible costs will take the form of a Lump Sum
Defined in the Decision of 7 July 2021 authorising the use of lump sum contributions under the Horizon
Europe Programme - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2021-2027)”

Lump sum grants - costs

O The overall lump sum is fixed in the grant agreement

O The breakdown of lump sum shares per beneficiary and per work package is in
Annex 2 of the grant agreement

U Payment does not depend on costs incurred: lump sum contribution paid for the
work packages completed and approved by REA for the reporting period.

U Itis only possible to declare and have partial payment for partially completed work
packages at the final payment (interim payment covers only completed work
packages)



Action Budget Othe conditions Timeline
type

Research
and
Innovation
Actions)

The total
indicative
budget for
the topic is
EUR 30.00
million.

1. The proposal must include only:

* One legal entity, as a beneficiary, established in a
Widening country.

*One legal entity which is the coordinator of an
‘eligible already funded action’.

2. The proposal must be submitted by the
coordinator of the ‘eligible already funded action’.

No more than 10% of the maximum grant amount
can be allocated to the coordinator as a
coordination fee for the integration of the new
widening beneficiary. No less than 90% of the max
grant amount must be allocated to the widening
beneficiary

n European
Commission

B e pa rt of # | SEARCHFUNDING & TENDERS ¥ HOW TOPARTICIPATE ¥ PROJECTS & RESULTS WORK AS AN EXPERT SUPPORT ¥
170 item(s) found
] I - - I
o n g o I n g e I g I e % Match whole words only Novel, orally available immune modulator MP1032 with anti-SARS-CoV-2 and anti-cytokine activity (7'
1D ] Topic
-
rojects ! Aeonm
s Search by Topic v
R SARS-coV2 variants Evaluation in pRegnancy and paeDlatrics cohorts (' 4 Contact
ogramme pe 4
> 1] 1 L Topic
Search by Programme part v
Acronym Programme part
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Opening: 13
Jan 2026
Deadline(s): 24
Sep 2026

Hop-on Facility

HORIZON-WIDERA-
2026-WIDENING-03

Funding & tender opportunities




Ho P-0n Faci l|ty HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-03

Pillar Il

GLOBAL CHALLENGES &
EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL
COMPETITIVENESS

Allows the legal entities from widening countries to - Floatih
join ongoing collaborative projects with no other e e
widening partner participating yet

RS

)

Clusters

« Civil Security for Society

« Digital, Industry & Space

« Climate, Energy & Mobility
* Food, Bioeconomy, Natural

Collaborative projects have to be from Pillar IT or EIC Reshurons Ao &
Pathfinder:

Scope %Pmar m
 INNOVATIVE EUROPE

oStre Lglcthens incluzﬂ of Widening E&
|ns tit In excellent consortia wit
Op per Ormlng researCh groups European Innovation

dds new IQTD&I activities aligned with i
t e original project

Add com Iementar expertise and clear
; gged valu Y &P




Ho P-0n Faci l|ty HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-03

Expected Outcomes :

o Stronger participation Widenin

stitutions. |n Igh- qua?ity Horizo
urope projects

oEnhanced SC|ent|f|c exgelleﬂce and

SARHE o Ry ew

o Improved integration of the Widenin
|ns Iitut] on INfo European researc
networ

h f A
*aiens) £UMESR b BCLSRudhS

oSusta| ed coIIaboratlon etween the




Ho P-0n Faci l|ty HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-03

Key Facts :
o Action type: Coordination and Support Action (CSA)
Total budget (2026): EUR 30 million
Funding per Hop-On action: typically EUR 100k - 500k

Eligible hosts: existing Horizon Europe projects (mainly Pillar II and
EIC Pathfinder)

Project duration: aligned with the original project (no extension
required)

Opening date: 13 January 2026




Ho P-0n Fa Cil|ty HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-03
Eligibility

Furthermore, the ongoing
grant agreement is
between 1to 12 months
from its starting date by
the submission deadline.

The new partner must be established in
a Widening Country

Only existing Horizon Europe projects
can apply (mainly Pillar II and EIC
Pathfinder)

« The original consortium must agree to

include the new partner

The new Widenin%_ artner must provide
|

clear added scientific value

Activities must be aligned with the
ongoing proLect and not duplicate
existing wor

The Hop-On partner must be




Coordination and Estimated budget: (No additional conditions Opening: 23 April
Support Action (CSA)  EUR 7 million (1 listed) 2026
project) Deadline: 24
September 2026

Applications must be submitted by a consortium that
includes, as beneficiaries, at least three independent
legal entities: each established in a different Member
State or Associated Country, and at least two of them
must be established in a Member State.

% oficina
et = = ,FECYTiz' europea

Research Management
Facility

HORIZON-WIDERA-
2026-WIDENING-04
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-04

Research Management Facility. Scope

* Supports institutions in Widening countries to strengthen research
management

* Provides tailored assessment, training, and capacity-building services

* Promotes peer learning and exchange of best practices

* Enhances alignment with ERA priorities and research integrity

* Facilitates networking within the European research management community

Why join the consortium?

eEuropean leadership in research management and visibility across the Widening community
eDirect access to funding for internal capacity-building and staff development

e|nfluence on European RM standards and future ERA priorities

*Privileged networks with top research management organisations and experts

e| ong-term institutional strengthening and enhanced competitiveness in future calls
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-04

Research Management Facility. ExpectedOutcome<

* Stronger research management capacity in Widening institutions
* Better alignment with European standards and ERA principles

* More professional research support systems and skilled staff

* Wider uptake of best practices and peer-learning models

* Improved integration in European research management networks

Key Facts

eAction type: Coordination and Support Action (CSA)
eTotal budget (2026): EUR 7 million (single project)
eProject duration: Up to 3 years

eCoordinator: Must be based in a Widening Country
*Minimum: 3 independent entities from 3 different MS/AC
*Opening date: 23 April 2026

eDeadline: 24 September 2026
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-WIDENING-04

Research Management Facility.
Eligibility Requirements

* Coordinator must be established in a Widening Country
* Minimum consortium: 3 independent legal entities from 3 different MS/AC
* At least 2 of them must be from EU Member States

* Open to organisations with roles in research management, support or
administration

* Entities hosting WIDERA NCPs in Widening Countries may exceptionally
participate

* All partners must demonstrate capacity and expertise in research manageme
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:
ERA Fellowships

MSCA Postdoctoral Estimated budget: Proposals submitted under Opening: 9 April

Fellowships — EUR 8 million ERA Fellowships must 2026

European Expected number of comply with all admissibility  Deadline: 9

Fellowships (TMA — funded projects: and eligibility requirements September 2026 H O R I ZO N -WI D E RA-2 0 26-
ERA Fellowships) around 50 of the MSCA Postdoctoral

fellowships Fellowships 2026 call, and
must pass all evaluation - 0 5

thresholds of that call.

European
Commission

Marie
Sktodowska-Curie
Actions




ERA Fellowships

Supports postdoctoral researchers who apply .
to MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships but are Marie
hosted by institutions in Widening Countries Sktodowska-Curie

Actions

A

I

I

* %
»

Follows the same rules, structure and
evaluation criteria as MSCA PF 2026

Funds excellent researchers from any
nationality in any scientific discipline chers’

training, skills and
career

Enhances research excellence, mobility and development (all

Excellent research International,
in all domains cross-sectoral &
(bottom-up interdisciplinary

stages of career) approach) mobility

career development within Widening
institutions

. . . . Attracti Structuring i t
Strengthens integration of Widening workingand || onorganieations N conaS™", e
organisations into the European Research Area employment [ threudh excefent Bindustry and SMEs

conditions




= ERA Fellowships

Sktodowska-Curie
Actions

Eligibility & Selection Mechanism

Single submission to MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships (European Fellowships)

Host institution must be located in a Widening Country
Proposal must be admissible and eligible under MSCA-PF rules
Applicant must agree to be considered for ERA Fellowships
Proposal must pass all MSCA evaluation thresholds

Proposal must not reach the main funded list under MSCA-PF




—

=_.— ERA Fellowships

Sktodowska-Curie
Actions

Key Facts
Action type: MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships — European Fellowships (ERA
track)
Total budget (2026): EUR 8 million
Expected number of fellowships: = 50

Funding scheme: Single MSCA-PF submission and evaluation

Eligibility: Host must be located in a Widening Country

Evaluation: Must pass all MSCA thresholds but fall below the MSCA main list
Opening date: 9 April 2026

Deadline: 9 September 2026




Mobility, Training Opportunities

——

Marie

Optional research stays worldwide
(max. one third of fellowship)

Non-academic placement of up to 6
months at the end of the fellowship

Placements must be included and
justified in the proposal

Training in  transversal  skills,
innovation & entrepreneurship

Training in research integrity and
Open Science

A Career Development Plan jointly
prepared with the supervisor

=== ERA Fellowships

Expected Outcomes

Enhanced career development and
mobility of postdoctoral researchers in
Widening institutions

Strengthened research excellence through
high-level MSCA-quality projects

Improved integration of  Widening
institutions into  European research
networks

Increased participation of Widening
organisations in MSCA and Horizon Europe

Attraction and retention of talent in
Widening countries




Participation & Spreading Excellence
2027 Calls

EIC Pre-accelerator - Widening
ERA Chairs
ERA Research Managers

ERA Fellowships (Widening version)
Excellence Hubs

ey

2027



European

Innovation

Council
EIC WORK PROGRAMME 2025

EIC EIC

EIC EIC
PATHFINDER TRANSITION ACCELERATOR [l S5 | STEP
: : : EIC STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGIES
TOTAL OPEN : : TOTAL : FOR EUROPE PLATFORM
BUDGET €142 BUDGET
€%ﬁozn e : Technology €§nll%ﬂ TOTAL
::r,;l#:z:':l;‘;ﬂon Commerciali- S o\ds

sation and
scale-up

€300

million

Early-stage
technology
research and
development

Equity investment

to catalyse larger

BUSGET CHALLENGES investments
: €98 : €250 OPEN
CHALE;EEOS million million €384

million
million
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TRL1 -TRL3 /4 TRL4 - TRL6 TRL6 - TRLY

STEP Scale Up

@ig

ACCELERATOR &

9

PATHFINDER TRANSITION fig??/

EIC Pathfinder EIC Transition EIC Accelerator STEP Scale UpEuropean
Research & Innovation grants Market-readiness grants for "Scale-Up Grants & Major investments ?8@%%:3;3
for breakthrough research preparing to enter the market Investments" for scaling up companies become global
from laboratory to prototype. business leaders

eTotal budget: EUR 40 million
eExpected number of projects: 100
Call for support eFunding per project: EUR 300k-500k
WIDENING *Funding rate: 70%
Countries eAction type: CSA
eProject duration: up to 24 months

EIC pre-Accelerator




Technology and business maturation

Innovation

go hand in hand! e

P
ERC, EIC .
Pathfinder EIC Transition

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 TRL

Pre-accelerator

ERC PoC, ILP,
Booster grants, 5, 2
T2M BAS, TTOs { EIC Transition J EIC Accelerator InvestEU
Accelerators ... ‘
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-WIDENING-01

EIC PRE-Accelertator. Scope

eSupports high-potential deep-tech startups in Widening countries
eHelps increase business, investor and technology readiness
ePrepares companies for EIC Accelerator and private investment
eSupports maturation and validation of technologies at TRL 4-6
eStrengthens market assessment, IP strategy and business modelling

»Grant funding up to EUR 500,000 (lLump-sum)
» Typical duration: up to 24 months

FO rm Of »Supports TRL 4-6 technology maturation and validation
» Covers market analysis, competitor mapping, IP strategy,
support: and business case development

> Provides access to EIC Business Acceleration Services
> Provides Fast Track access to EIC Accelerator
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 HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-01-WIDENING-01:

Possible questions to address!!
* Technological breakthrough:

» Does the technology have a high degree of novelty and higher
performance compared to other technologies available or in development?

* Does the technology indicate high commercial potential?

« Economic and/or societal benefits:

* To what extent does the proposed innovation have scale up potential
including high capacity to gain or create new European or global markets?

* To what extent is the proposed innovation expected to generate positive
impacts for the European Union, Member States or Associated Countries
(e.g., strategic autonomy, employment etc.)?
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EIC pre-accelerator - Widening
* HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-01-WIDENING-01:

» Remote Evaluation (3 independent experts )

Criteria Threshold
Excellence 4 [ max 5

Impact 4 [ max 5
Efficiency 3/ max 5




EIC pre-accelerator - Widening
« HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-01-WIDENING-01 :

» Participation in International Trade Fairs programmes
» Investor and strategic partner matchmaking programmes
» Partnership programmes with European corporations

» Networking and tailored business mentoring

Fast Track to the EIC Accelerator, improving chances of later
I funding

G Possibility to obtain alternative national or regional funding
I I through programmes such as the Seal of Excellence
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EIC pre-accelerator - Widening

NEWS ARTICLE | 25 November 2025 | European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency | 1 min read

High interest in first EIC Pre-Accelerator call
underscores relevance of new instrument
1

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED

DEADLINE NOVEMBER 2025

PRE-ACCELERATOR

A S
1083 W €479 Million 26%
Proposals submitted Requested budget Female-led companies
< 5
30 [=> 2026

Countries Results Spring 2026

uropea



Action type: CSA (lump sum)
Mono-beneficiary action
Coordinator must be in a Widening
Country

Duration: up to 5 years

oficina
i i:. Qurop3a

ERA Chairs and
Research Managers
HORIZON-WIDERA-
2027-02

HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-
WIDENING-01: ERA Chairs

HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-
WIDENING-02: ERA Research
Managers
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-01: ERA Chairs

ERA Chairs (Researchers):
Scope

eAttract an outstanding researcher to a Widening institution
eCreate a new permanent research group of excellence
eSupport structural reforms and long-term institutional change
eStrengthen integration into the European Research Area
e|mprove competitiveness in EU and global funding

Who can apply? *Single applicant: one university or research organisation
eCoordinator must be in a Widening Country

eProposal must include the ERA Chair holder
eERA Chair must be an excellent international researcher
(R3/R4)

*Any scientific field is eligible



HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-01: ERA Chairs
ERA Chairs (Researchers): Who can apply"
Key requirements

*CV (Europass) of the ERA Chair holder

eTwo commitment letters (Chair + institution)
ePlan to establish a new research group
eClear contribution to institutional change
eDescription of facilities and long-term
support

S FECYT
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-01: ERA Chairs

ERA Chairs (Researchers) Expected Outcmes

System Level

*|ncreased mobility of top researchers
eReversal of brain drain

e|mproved use of research infrastructures
eStronger integration in the ERA

eBetter R&l human capital in Widening countries
Organisation Level

*Permanent research group of excellence
eHigher research quality and visibility
|mproved capacity to win competitive funding
e|nstitutional and organisational reforms
*New collaborations and partnerships



HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-01:

ERA Chairs (Researchers):

Budget

ERA Chairs

AROF
5 ;.
A = 2‘1 R RRsT
&3
Nivess

Topics Type | Budgets | Expected | Indicative
of (EUR EU number
Action | million) | contribution of
per project | projects
R027 (EUR expected
million)** to be
funded
Opening: 06 Apr 2027
Deadline(s): 14 Sep 2027
Destination: Widening participation and spreading excellence
HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING- | CSA 175.00 | 1.50t02.50 | 80
01: ERA Chairs
HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING- | CSA | 65.00 1.50 t0 2.50 | 30
02: ERA Resecarch Managers
Overall indicative budget 240.00

AN

ficina
uropea



HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-02

ficina
ol &= = FEOT Yropea

ERA Research Managers:
Scope

O LyRge N -

Strengthen institutional capacity in research management
Attract an experienced research manager to the institution
Improve grant management and proposal support

Enhance Open Science, integrity and data management practices
Support strategic planning and alignment with ERA priorities
Foster sustainable reforms in research support structures
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-02-WIDENING-02

ERA Research Managers:
Who can apply

1. Public or private research-performing organisations established in a
Widening country.

2. Institutions with the capacity to host and provide long-term support
to a Research Manager (RM).

3. Organisations committed to implementing structural improvements
In research management and administration.

4. Entities able to provide a sustainable career pathway for the
iIncoming RM after the project.
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Action Type
Coordination and Support Action (CSA)

- Excellence Hubs
Overall indicative budget: EUR 100 million
Expected EU contribution per project:
EUR 1.5-4.5 million

Other Conditions HORIZON'WI DERA-
Proposals must include at least two R&l 2027-WIDENING-04

ecosystems from two participating
Widening countries.

The funding rate is 70% of eligible costs.
The expected project durationisup to 5
years.

Timeline

Opening: 2 September 2026

Deadline: 4 March 2027




A e ficina
"'x‘ - ”" m nRRET FECYT uropea

HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-01

Excellence Hubs:
Scope

The projects will foster a regional innovation culture in Widening countries, alighed with regional or
national smart specialization strategies.

1. Strengthen innovation ecosystems in Widening countries

2. Connectregional innovation actors across borders

3. Foster collaboration between universities, companies, public
authorities and society

4. Support joint strategies for innovation-driven regional development

5. Promote long-term partnerships aligned with smart specialisation
strategies

6. Encourage cross-border value chains and shared R&l agendas



ficina
'/ y- “' e FECYT uropea

HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-01

Excellence Hubs: Who can apply?

* Consortia of at least 2 different regional innovation ecosystems from 2
Widening countries.

* Each ecosystem must include four types of actors (academic
institutions/research centers, companies, public authorities, societal
actors).

* Total consortium: typically 8-15 partners from multiple ecosystems.
* Coordination can be done by any eligible entity, but involvement of regional

authorities is strongly encouraged.

* Ecosystems must present a joint strategy and shared innovation agenda.
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-01

Excellence Hubs: Key facts

* Action type: Coordination and Support Action (CSA)

* Total budget for 2027: €100 million

* Expected number of projects: around 30

* Indicative funding per project: €1,5-4,5 million (70% cofunded)
* Project duration: up to 5 years

e Consortium structure:

* At least two regional innovation ecosystems
* From at least two different eligible countries

* Each ecosystem: four independent entities (university/ research
center, company, RTO, public authority, etc.)

* Beneficiaries may provide financial support to third parties ( SMEs and
start-up companies).The maximum amount is EUR 60 000
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HORIZON-WIDERA-2027-04-WIDENING-01 \V
Excellence Hubs:
Expected Outcomes

~ad i

ol

>

Stronger and more connected regional innovation ecosystems

Joint cross-border strategies and long-term cooperation frameworks
Improved alignment with Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3)
Enhanced innovation capacity and competitiveness of participating
regions

. Stronger collaboration between academia, industry, public

authorities and society
New cross-border value chains and shared R&l portfolios

. Increased ability to attract investment and participate in EU

programmes
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Destination : Widening Participati\bn &
Spreading Excellence. 2026-2027

Teaming Synergies 23 opening
o) Twinning v 8 opening
g Hop-On Facility 13 opening
N Researc h Management Facility 23 opening

ERA Fellowships 9 opening

Excellence Hubs 2 opening
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Commission
Home Events Horizon Europe Info days — WIDERA Work Programme Widening calls Overview

The research and innovation community platform

Connecting researchers across borders and disciplines. Take part in events,
access exclusive content, widen your network.

COMING SOON
v

Horizon Europe info days — WIDERA Work
Programme Widening calls \

This infoday aims to inform interested applicants about the
Widening calls in the WIDERA Work Programme 2026 - 2027. v

B 2zJanuary 2026 (D 09:00 (GMT+00:00)
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